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PPG Joint Meeting was held on Monday 20th May at Neston Surgery. Eleven 
people were in attendance and as there was no formal business meeting held 
hopefully this newsletter will update you all.  
Park Run in Neston - Dr Keira Vaughan gave a presentation about this 
proposal.  She was previously involved in the very successful run held in 
Birkenhead.  We discussed possible sites, fund raising for the £3,000.00 to join 
the national organisation co-ordinating these events and take advantage of 
their administration. Since this discussion we have passed on details to Dr V of 
the Junior Fun Run which has already joined this scheme and the possibility of 
joining them and avoiding the fee!  Various suggestions re local people who 
might be willing/have said they would be willing to help with the setting up of 
the run have been passed on including the Mayor of Neston, Healthy Neston, 
Friends of Park Field, Parkgate. 
Merger of Four Cheshire PPG’s and the Setting up of Primary Care Networks – 
Dr Perkins had to send his apologies for the meeting due to another 
commitment.  He did send some notes – copies on request and is happy to 
attend a future meeting perhaps in November/December to update us 
further.  His main points on the merger were - cross border issues could be 
worse, there could be a further dilution of our voice regarding decisions and 
issues, bidding wars could arise and services such as at Clatterbridge are 
already being moved over to the Wirral. 
Dr P is to be the Clinical Director of the now called PCN – the three surgeries as 
they are. Karen Rushforth, the Practice Manager at Neston Medical Centre, is 
to be the Operations Lead alongside Dr P.   
Collaborative funding will be 43% us, 36% NMC and 21% Willaston. There will 
be a new form of funding with two streams - £1.74 which is per patient and for 
each surgery and £1.50 per patient which is a joint fund to pay for such items 
as PCN administration and backfill for say Dr P. 
Changes to practice are being discussed already – patients being asked to only 
see nurses normal regular reviews, employing a Clinical Pharmacist to look at 
medication issues, reviews and prescribing, possibly employing a Physician 
Associate who will eventually be able to prescribe, extending the surgery hours 
from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. and using Advanced Nurse Practitioners instead of 
locums doctors. 
I have forwarded all the information from the recent PPG Chair meeting which 
further explains and discusses the issues around both these proposals. 



Mental Health Referrals - Ian Barr had received an unsatisfactory reply to his 
query about waiting times for these referrals.  On advice, he wrote directly to 
Jennifer Jones, the patient experience adviser for the CCG.  The reply was – 
‘Many thanks for your email.  At present the service is going through a very 
intensive redesign process and hopefully we will know more in the near 
future.  In due course, we will update you’. 
The intention now is to take this to the next PPG chair meeting to ascertain 
their opinions and experiences.  Heather Elkin (HE) is also going to raise the 
issue at the next Practice Manager meeting in September. 
Carers Meeting – First I must publicly apologise to Sheila Kennedy (SK) for 
supplying her with the wrong date for the Carers Week promotion in the 
surgery.  I am truly mortified.  The number of carers identified was minimal 
and very disappointing. A Carers Meeting was held on Thursday 23rd May 
which Jane Swain and I attended. Notes as follows - 
Sue Pover, who ran the get together in Neston, has retired and her 
replacement has yet to be appointed.  The meetings, which are well attended 
and appreciated, are hopefully going to continue in the meantime, run by 
other members of staff.   
The number of identified Carers is on target for this year but there is a shortfall 
from last year to be made up.  The organisation needs to prove that the GP 
project is working in order to get its annual funding.   
The Carers Trust is to visit the surgery on Thursday 13th June during Carers 
Week.  They are hoping to identify more carers during conversations in the 
surgery and talk to them in private with a cup of tea.  Posters are to be put up 
in surgeries advertising the events in the week before the event. Most of the 
practice managers in the GP surgeries are on board with Carers Week.   
A new newsletter has been produced and will be circulated. New booklets for 
carers have been produced with a simpler registration form and format.  They 
are to be used from now on with all old leaflets removed. 
Software is being trialled on the check in screens of surgeries – asking whether 
the person is or isn’t a carer? Questions were asked as to how this information 
would be retrieved. 
PPG Stall in Neston Market – proposal for a seasonal event with the support of 
all three surgeries to promote current health issues i.e. flu vaccinations in 
September/October. Members should not give advice * but leaflets will be 
handed out and direction to known services given. 
This type of project is eligible for the £250 grant from the PPG which was 
discussed at the last meeting.  Sue Gould (SG) is to apply using the official form 
when the costing for the stall, banner and sundries are known.  



Flu Vaccinations – appointments will be available from mid/late August to start 
the second week of September for the Over 65year olds. Due to Manufacturing 
issues the under 65 vaccine will not be available until mid October. 
New System of COPD, Diabetic and Asthma Reviews – there has been a mixed 
response to this with the uptake for COPD being good, the Asthma uptake poor 
and the Diabetic uptake reasonable.  Patients are either not booking an 
appointment or not attending if they feel well.  This does not help the surgery’s 
compliance with performance indicators and forecasting the provision of 
workload/appointments.  
Next Meeting - will be a joint meeting between us, Neston Medical Centre and 
Willaston Surgery.   
It will be held on Wednesday 16th September at 7 p.m. again in Neston 
Surgery. It is planned to hold a further joint meeting at Willaston Village Hall 
giving John Woodrow (JW) more time to arrange it.  Our November/January 
meeting dates will be arranged at the September meeting. 
Alison Ames from Alcoholics Anonymous will be a speaker at this meeting. 
 


